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We are very sad to announce the 
death of David G. Tomlinson aged 86 
on 23rd March, 2022. 

David was raised by his parents in the 
Weeping Cross area of Stafford along 
with his twin sister. 

He was a founder member of the 
Staffordshire&Worcestershire Canal 
Society and took on the role of 
Chairman from 1960/61 and again 
from 1970/71. 

Between 1964 and 1967 David 
fulfilled the role of Work Party 
Organiser;this was the period of the 
Stourbridge 16 restoraƟon. He would 
be onsite in all weathers, ensuring 
that whatever equipment was 
needed was available and in working 
order. At Ɵmes he would work with 
as few as one or two people or at 
other Ɵmes with many groups from 
other supporƟng organisaƟons. 
Without David’s dedicaƟon things 
may have turned out very 

differently.A well as being Chief Bod 
he would oŌen be found with his 8 
mm cine camera recording the work 
being done.  These recording have 
now been saved in the Canal & River 
Trust archives. 

AŌer the compleƟon of the 
Stourbridge restoraƟon David turned 
to other restoraƟon projects and was 
a long Ɵme Treasurer for the 
Pocklington Canal & Amenity 
AssociaƟon. In later years he also 
worked with the Sleaford NavigaƟon 
Trust and the North Walsham and 
Dilham Canal Trust. 

As the restoraƟon of the Stourbridge 
canal was coming to a conclusion he 
became a civilian policeman within 
the Armed Services, iniƟally based in 
Stafford, but later moving to Rosyth 
in Scotland and then to a base on the 
Shetland Isles. David would commute 
to and fro in his trusty Land rover 
and would oŌen drop in 
unannounced when he was at home 
on leave to catch up on any 
waterways news. He would find a 
comfy seat, seƩle himself down and 
any canal magazine lying around was 
picked up by him and devoured. 
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David owned a number of boats over 
the years on which he spent many 
happy hours accompanied by his 
dog, cruising the Waterways System 
and parƟcipaƟng in many other 
organisaƟons rallies. For some Ɵme 
he owned a Wilderness Boat which 
he could easily tow behind his 
Landrover, this allowed him to visit 
many of the lesser accessible 
waterways and make new friends 
This was eventually replaced by a 
steel narrowboat built by Clubline of 
Coventry to suit his individual needs. 

David held no fear of being a single 
handed boater and went to places 
like the KymeEau which entailed 
cruising the Ɵdal secƟon of the 
Upper Trent. He was also a liƩle 
accident prone and injured himself 
on more than one occasion when 
boaƟng. 

David’s appeƟte for canal history 
meant that he read and accumulated 
a wealth of knowledge, which he 
would readily pass on. We had many 
visits over the years from him, during 
which we had a lot of convivial 
conversaƟons and his ability to drink 
tea knew no bounds. He regularly 
said it was Ɵme for him to go, but he 
always managed another one or two 
cups of tea before he headed for 
home. 

David was a gentleman,who took our 
teasing in good part and was very 
able to give back as good as he got. 
David was also a very generous man, 
the work he did and the smile on his 
face will never be forgoƩen. 

Steven & Judith Gray 
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