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Contents Editorial

Welcome to the the Winter 
Broadsheet. As usual thank you to 
all who have contributed to this 
ediƟon and  keep them coming. 

Since the appeal last ediƟon regard 
the whereabouts of the rally awards 
there have been no responses, it 
would for the sake of posterity be 
interesƟng if we could find out who 
the last recipients may have been. 

Immediately before puƫng this 
ediƟon together I aƩend the 
meeƟng at Lower Penn regarding 
the plans to site a BaƩery Storage 
facility near to the canal, I would 
strongly suggest having look at the 
plans and raise your concerns. 

I have also included in this ediƟon 
entry forms for the Bonded 
Warehouse Open Week and our 
own rally at Bratch 

The next ediƟon is out in May so 
the deadline for submissions is  the 
last Friday in April. 

Max 



Chairwoman’s Remarks 
I hope that you all had an enjoyable 
fesƟve season and looking forward to 
2025.  I don’t know if you remember 
from my last newsleƩer but I did 
rubbish the idea of New Year’s 
ResoluƟons, then asked you all to 
make one.  It’s membership renewal 
in a few months and if every member 
could persuade/cajole one other 
family or person to become a 
member then it would make such a 
difference to our numbers.  Just like 
that we could literally double our 
numbers – shout out in the 
Broadsheet if you manage to 
encourage more than one 
membership.  Also on the subject of 
membership would it be easier for 
you to set up a standing order?  
Remember, it’s a bargain at £15 which 
includes The Broadsheet quarterly, 10 
social meeƟngs a year (including the 
raffle), and the highlight of the year – 
the AGM! How could anyone resist? 

January seems to have been a busy 
month relaƟng to all things canal.  
The President and Vice Chair 
aƩended a parish council meeƟng in 
Lower Penn to discuss the proposed 
BESS.  Rest assured that I will on 
behalf of the SWCS be lodging 
opposiƟon to the planning consent, 
as we have genuine concerns about 
the whole project.  There is a copy of 
the leƩer included in the magazine 

and I would urge you to consider the 
impact and where possible write to 
the planning department to state 
your objecƟons.    

CommiƩee meeƟngs and socials, rally 
meeƟngs, and AGMs and talks for 
other canal based chariƟes have also 
been aƩended.  Whilst not related to 
the Staffs and Worcs, the feasibility 
study carried out by Coombeswood 
Canal Trust with regards to a long 
term plan to open up between the 
canal Hawne Basin and The Leasowes 
was an interesƟng presentaƟon and 
I’m hopeful that it will come to 
fruiƟon. 

I also received an e-mail from Richard 
Parry, prior to the press release going 
out, advising that he will be standing 
down as Chief ExecuƟve this summer. 
My personal experience with Richard 
has been a posiƟve one.  The first 
Ɵme I met him was at the BCBF, I was 
siƫng on the back of the boat and I 
had absolutely no idea who this 
random bloke was chaƫng to boaters 
as he went past!  Since joining the 
commiƩee I can fully appreciate the 
work that Richard has done on the 
ground. The events that he has 
aƩended on behalf of CRT and how 
accessible he actually is to members 
of the boaƟng community, and no 
doubt other users of the canals.  Of 
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course this will be on top of his day to 
day work with the Trust.  I wish him 
every success with his future 
endeavours and I’m hopeful that his 
family will be pleased to actually see 
him on evenings and weekends when 
he’s not aƩending various events on 
behalf of CRT! 

I hope that his replacement will be as 
accessible to the users of CRT as 
Richard has been.  Always willing to 
listen, help guide things along and 
resolve issues where he can.  

The latest from Fund Britain’s 
Waterways, who are Ɵrelessly working 
to support addiƟonal funding, will be 
holding a rally in London on the 
Thames in May of this year.  
Something to look forward to and 
show your support.  Details will be 
available on the FBW page if you are 
interested in being part of the floƟlla. 

A short and sweet communicaƟon this 
month, and in the meanƟme as ever I 
look forward to welcoming as many of 
you as possible to the Social MeeƟng 
this month. 

Rhian 

Membership  
Renewal 

Renew by  
1st April 2025 

Once again, it’s that Ɵme of year 
when we remind you that the 
society membership is due for 
renewal on 1st April. 

You will find a renewal form 
enclosed with this copy of 
Broadsheet. 

We would also like to encourage 
members to consider seƫng up 
standing orders for memberships. 
Bank details  Lloyds Bank  
Sort Code: 30-99-38  
Account Number: 02673373 
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Ironbridge power staƟons cross this 
bridge daily in 1987. 

Coal producƟon started in 1902. On 
the 13th February 1902 the manager 
from LiƩleton put before the S. & W. 
commiƩee their "plan of a proposed 
enlargement of the Canal Basin at 
Otherton". Much discussion took place 
at successive meeƟngs mostly about 
who should pay - but eventually the 
first boat load of coal leŌ on 26th April 
1904. I think the loading gantry was 
put in later and Langford's Plate 14 
shows that it was a formidable 
structure: as at Ashwood, boats were 
loaded from railway trucks overhead 
but at Otherton this was on a much 
larger scale. Coal went from this basin 
to wharfs in South Staffordshire, East 
Shropshire and as far as Welshpool 

and Llangollen(14), from 1926 
Stourport power staƟon was added to 
the list. 

The railway- canal interchange basin at 
Otherton was destroyed when the M6 
was constructed. 

Shrewsbury and Birmingham Railway 
The northern of the two viaducts at 
Oxley carries the S. & B. over the 
canal. The S. & B. could be described 
as the S. & W.'s most aloof relaƟve: 
apart from this crossing the two 
concerns had nothing to do with each 
other. The S. & B. got its place in canal 
history at the first "BaƩle of 
Wolverhampton": this took place on 
the B.C.N. at the top of the '21' 
alongside Victoria Basin in 1851. The 
incident was part of the prolonged 
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struggle for territory between the 
G.W.R. and L.N.W.R. 

Grand JuncƟon Railway 
It took a decade to get through 
Parliament the Act approving the 
G.J.R. because of intense opposiƟon 
from landowners and canal 
proprietors(15). The three main lines 
in our list all played their part as 
railways superseded canals in long 
distance carrying. 

Opened in 1837 this was 'Britain's First 
Trunk Line joining Birmingham to 
Liverpool and Manchester. The bridge 
carrying the G.J.R. over the S. & W. is 
alongside Slade Heath Bridge (No. 72). 
Originally the bridge was a single iron 
span of 32 Ō(15): probably some of 
the stone abutments are original. A 
few minutes towpath walk north from 
the present bridge takes you to a bend 
in the canal where inter-city trains 
suddenly pass just above your leŌ 
shoulder! From Autherley JuncƟon to 
Radford Bridge the G.J.R. was never far 
away so that now the railway is oŌen 
audible and someƟmes visible as it 
shares the Penk Valley. 

Engineers with household names were 
associated with the G.J.R. George 
Stephenson, John Locke. Urspeth 
Rastrick whom we met in Part 3, and 
Joseph Locke. Thomas Brassey is 
regarded by some railway historians as 
the greatest railway contractor ever 
and he built railways all over the 
world: he cut his railway teeth on 
Penkridge viaduct. 

In 1835 Brassey appeared before a 
special meeƟng of the S. & W. C. Co. 
commiƩee applying for permission to 
erect "a small crane at Acton Bridge on 
the line of this canal and a stage on 
the bank thereof for unloading stone 
and other arƟcles to be used on the 
G.J.R.(13) The commiƩee gave 
permission. Once the G.J.R. was 
established there is no evidence of 
much trading between canal and 
railway: however it may be that one of 
the reasons for changing the name of 
Spread Eagle staƟon to Gailey in 
1881(17) was that some railway-road-
canal interchange took place there. 

The directors of the G.J.R. were men of 
vision. The opening of the London and 
Birmingham Railway in 1838 joined 
London to Lancashire, but it was the 
G.J.R. directors who conƟnually 
worked towards a connecƟon with 
Scotland(15). This was an ambiƟon 
which they pursued from the start: it 
came to fruiƟon aŌer amalgamaƟon 
into the L.N.W.R. 

Trent Valley Railway 
The impending construcƟon of the 
T.V.R. between Rugby and Stafford 
caused a major row between the L. & 
B. and G.J. companies(16). 

Eventually "if you can't beat 'em, join 
'em" won the day, and the L.N.W.R. 
was formed in 1847. The T.V.R. was a 
Birmingham by-pass which took both 
distance and Ɵme off the journey 
between London and Lancashire. 
Thomas Brassey was the contractor. 
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The T.V.R. is more closely related 
physically to the S. & W. than any other 
of the canal's railway relaƟons. Two 
viaducts carry the T.V. over both the 
Penk and the canal: over these frequent 
inter-city trains sweep into the Sow 
valley. Originally there was only one 
Ɵmber viaduct over the Penk and S. & 
W.: that was burnt down in 1858(17) and 
replaced by wrought iron girders on 
brick piers. The second viaduct must 
have been added in the 1890's so that 
the T.V.R. could be quadrupled between 
Stafford and Milford and Brocton 
staƟons in 1898(16).  Half a mile on 
railway and canal are so close for 600 
yards that the railway overhangs the off-
side of the canal: the supporƟng 
structure is impressive and presumably 
that also was built in the 1890's. 

Canal and railway are adjacent again at 
Milford Bridge (No. 105). Just aŌer that 
is the only place on the S. & W. where 
the canal had to move over to make 
room for the railway.  A plan dated 
1845-7(10) shows proposed diversion of 
the canal: the course of the canal now 
shows that this diversion was made. 

A mile aŌer Milford Bridge both sound 
and sight of inter-city trains vanish 
suddenly as the fastest route from 
Staffordshire to London enters 
Shugborough Tunnel in style. 

I am grateful to the staff of 
Wolverhampton Central Library, 
Staffordshire County Records Office and 
the Public Record Office, Kew. 
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EPILOGUE

How has Ɵme treated the S. & Ws nine railway relaƟons with whom we started? In 
four the line has died out, and in another four the line has produced successive 
working generaƟons with intermiƩent changes of the family name for three of them. 
In the ninth the line has died out but has been reincarnated in the same image as the 
S. & W. itself and has reverted to the original family name. 

It should now be clear why I said at the beginning that the S. & W. railway relaƟons 
could be used to illustrate a railway history. They are a varied collecƟon and an 
integral part of the canal's story. 

Patrick Thorn. 

A postcard of Shugborough Tunnel dated 1905. The crest is of the London North Western 
Railway Co. 
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Many members will be aware that I and several other Staffs & Worcs Canal 
Society members are heavily involved with the community trip boat Ernest 
Thomas II. 
We are now in our 39th season of operaƟon, and into the 2025 Season. 

Between Easter and November last season, the boat undertook 101 trips, with a 
variety of clients from disadvantaged, handicapped, and demenƟa groups.  
Our trips go mainly as far as Wombourne and Coven along the Staffs & Worcs 
canal, from our wharf at CastlecroŌ with a maximum of twelve passengers. 

All the above, including the boat’s maintenance, crew rostering, paperwork and 
bank work is carried out by our band of volunteers. In recogniƟon of our work, 
we were awarded the Queen’s Award for Volunteers in 2013 (the highest award 
available and considered to be the MBE for volunteers). 

If you would like to see “our” canal from the water, and help serve the 
community at the same Ɵme, do contact me at gregory.lowerpenn@gmail.com
or visit our website www.ernesƩhomas.co.uk for more informaƟon. 
We are an Accredited Training Centre for the NaƟonal Community Boat 
AssociaƟon, and have six qualified trainers to deliver all qualificaƟons required by 
the Marine & Coastguard Agency. 

Tony Gregory 
Chairman  -  South Staffordshire Narrow Boat Co. Ltd. 



Richard Parry to leave CRT aŌer 12 years as CEO 
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The Canal & River Trust charity is today 
(23 January) announcing the decision 
by Richard Parry to stand down from 
his role as chief execuƟve this summer 
aŌer serving 12 years in the post.  A 
recruitment process for the Trust’s 
next chief execuƟve will get underway 
shortly. 

Richard joined the Trust in 2013, a year 
aŌer its creaƟon, and has led the Trust 
through its criƟcal formaƟve years to 
become an established and well-
supported naƟonal charity. 

Richard comments: “It has been an 
honour to lead the Trust through such 
a key period, working to build a 
sustainable future for our historic 
canal network, increasing the number 
of people benefiƟng from it and wider 
appreciaƟon of its value to the naƟon. 
I have loved working with such 
commiƩed colleagues and a rising 
number of amazing volunteers who 
together deliver the ongoing care that 
the 250-year-old canal infrastructure 
demands – and making so many 
friends amongst those who use our 
canals and share our passion for them. 

“AŌer 12 years it is the right Ɵme for 
me to hand over to a new chief 
execuƟve to lead the Trust on the next 
stage of its journey, alongside our 
Chair, David Orr CBE who took up his 
post two years ago.  My departure this 

summer will fit into a cycle of 
succession, so that David and the new 
chief execuƟve can look to the longer-
term future, including strengthening 
the Trust’s partnership with 
Government with over four years of 
the current parliamentary term to run. 

“There is a huge amount of work for 
the Trust to do over the coming 
months and I will be focusing all my 
efforts on delivering our prioriƟes unƟl 
I hand over later this summer.” 

David Orr comments: “Richard has 
made a fantasƟc contribuƟon, 
establishing the Trust as a much-
admired naƟonal charity.  He has led 
the organisaƟon through many 
challenges and chalked up many 
achievements over the past 12 years. 
He has been dedicated to the naƟonal 
treasure that is our canal network, 
venturing across the country to be a 
visible, engaging leader. 

“We face many more challenges in the 
years ahead, and the Board and I will 
be looking to recruit a successor of the 
calibre needed to follow on from 
Richard, to take the Trust forward on 
the next phase in our journey, to grasp 
the wonderful opportuniƟes we have 
to use our canals to support many of 
our naƟonal prioriƟes and improve the 
lives of millions of people.” 
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The Staffordshire & Worcestershire 
Canal Society (SWCS) has wriƩen to 
formally object to the planning 
applicaƟon e for a proposed Grid-Scale 
BaƩery Energy Storage System (BESS) 
near the Staffordshire & 
Worcestershire Canal at The Roughs, 
Lowe Penn. While we acknowledge the 
importance of renewable energy 
projects, we have significant concerns 
regarding the proposed development’s 
compliance with industry guidelines, 
parƟcularly in relaƟon to fire risks and 
polluƟon control. 

In parƟcular, we have concerns 
regarding the safety of the site and 
how this could impact the canal in the 
event of an issue and local 
environmental consideraƟons: There is 
a danger that the pools that feed the 
canal or the canal itself could become 
contaminated  

1. PolluƟon Risks and Fire Water 
Runoff 
Our most significant concern is the 
potenƟal for polluƟon of the 
Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal 
in the event of a fire at the proposed 
energy storage facility. BaƩery storage 
systems, parƟcularly lithium-ion 
baƩeries, present a high fire risk, and 
the resulƟng fire water runoff could 
contain harmful chemicals, including 

heavy metals, toxic substances, and 
contaminants from the baƩeries 
themselves. 

The NFCC guidelines emphasise the 
importance of robust fire suppression 
measures, including proper site 
containment and the ability to contain 
any fire-related runoff. It is unclear 
whether the proposed development 
includes adequate systems to prevent 
contaminaƟon of nearby 
watercourses, such as the canal, 
should a fire occur. 

Recent incidents, such as the industrial 
pollutants entering the canal at 
Walsall, highlight the catastrophic 
consequences that uncontrolled runoff 
from industrial accidents can have on 
local watercourses. If fire water from 
the site were to enter the canal, it 
could cause extensive environmental 
damage, harm to aquaƟc and non-
water born life, and degrade the 
quality of the waterway for public use. 
The canal is not staƟc and water from 
here flows to the River Severn at 
Stourport. The canal is a valuable 
heritage asset, and any contaminaƟon 
could have long-lasƟng detrimental 
effects on its ecosystem and 
surrounding communiƟes. 

Planned BaƩery Energy Storage System at 
Lower Penn Posses Risk to Staffs & Worcs 
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The canal is also home to a significant 
number of families and is key part of 
the operaƟon of number of business’s 
and chariƟes near Lower Penn and 
much further beyond. Who simply 
cannot afford to be put of business by 
a failure to manage a chemical spill in 
the middle of the countryside. 

Given the experiences in Walsall it has 
been necessary for Canal River Trust to 
seek support via a Just Giving Charity 
page to raise funds to address the 
clean up. A clean up that is expected 
to be in the order of years to resolve 
with insufficient funding to address. 

Given the proximity of the site to the 
canal, we strongly urge the Council to 
ensure that comprehensive polluƟon 
control measures are implemented, 
including: 

 Containment systems that can 
prevent runoff from reaching the 
canal. 
 A clear plan for dealing with 
fire water and ensuring it does not 
contaminate nearby watercourses. 
 Emergency response plans 
that include coordinaƟon with the 
Canal & River Trust and local 
environmental agencies. 
 We also understand that 
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dealing with issues with a site such of 
this are outside the experience of the 
local fire services and therefore may 
require support from other services, 
with this in mind what is the view of 
the services that might be called up on 
to support an incident at this site. 

2. Environmental and Heritage 
Concerns

The Staffordshire & Worcestershire 
Canal is a leisure resource (cyclists, 
walkers, runners, anglers, canoeists, 
paddleboards and boaters), a 
designated heritage asset, both 
historically and environmentally 
(Green Flag recipient and a not 
insignificant green corridor linking the 
North and South of England). As a local 
and naƟonal treasure, it is crucial that 
any developments in its vicinity are 
carefully considered in relaƟon to their 
potenƟal impact on the canal’s 
character, ecosystem, and accessibility 
for the public. What happens in Lower 
Penn could have far reaching 
implicaƟons that reach well beyond 
Staffordshire and the West Midlands. 
We are parƟcularly concerned about 
the potenƟal visual, noise, and air 
quality impacts of the development, as 
well as the risk of contaminaƟon in the 
event of an emergency. 

The Society urges the planning 
authority to ensure that any approval 
of the development is conƟngent on 

the implementaƟon of strict measures 
to protect the canal and its immediate 
environment from all forms of 
potenƟal harm. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, the Staffordshire & 
Worcestershire Canal Society objects 
to the planning applicaƟon for the 
Grid-Scale BaƩery Energy Storage 
System. We believe that the proposed 
development does not adequately 
address criƟcal safety concerns 
outlined in the NFCC guidelines, 
parƟcularly in relaƟon to fire risks, site 
access and potenƟal contaminaƟon of 
the canal in the event of an incident. 
The proximity of the development to 
the canal raises significant 
environmental and safety concerns 
that should be addressed before any 
approval is granted. 

We urge the Council to reconsider the 
proposal and ensure that all necessary 
precauƟons are in place to prevent 
harm to the canal, local wildlife, and 
the community. The SWCS would 
welcome further consultaƟon with 
relevant authoriƟes and stakeholders 
to ensure that the proposed 
development is designed and 
managed with the utmost regard for 
safety and environmental protecƟon. 
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A DEVELOPER has donated a parcel of 
land in Lichfield which will speed up 
canal restoraƟon. 

The land – owned by Persimmon 
Homes, which is creaƟng its St John’s 
Grange community in the Staffordshire 
city – will now belong to Lichfield and 
Hatherton Canals RestoraƟon Trust to 
manage, enabling it to restore a key 
juncƟon and make the movement of 
canal boats easier for those passing 
through the area.Pictured at the 
ceremony is Derek Lord from the 
Lichfield and Hatherton Canals 
RestoraƟon Trust and Persimmon 
Homes West Midlands managing 

director Daniel Hassall. 

The handover was marked by a visit to 
the canal by Persimmon Homes West 
Midlands managing director Daniel 
Hassall. 

Daniel said: “Handing over this land to 
the Lichfield and Hatherton Canals 
RestoraƟon Trust is the latest example 
of our successful partnership with the 
local community around which we 
build our homes.”  

Derek Lord, planning and technical 
trustee at Lichfield and Hatherton 
Canals RestoraƟon Trust, said: “We are 
so grateful to Persimmon Homes for 
this generous land transfer, which will 
enable us to conƟnue the restoraƟon 
of the Lichfield Canal. This follows on 
from the two culverts that Persimmon 
Homes funded to allow access over 
the canal into the St John’s Grange 
development, showing the posiƟve 
difference the company makes in 
addiƟon to house building.”    

Daniel concluded: “It was great to 
meet Derek Lord to see the posiƟve 
impact this land transfer will have on 
the trust and the wider area.     

“We’ll conƟnue to work closely with 
our local partners to ensure our 
investment makes a posiƟve difference 
to communiƟes.” 

Daniel Hassall (Persimmon Homes) shakes 
hand with Derek Lord (LHCRT) 

Land GiŌ to Speed Up Canal RestoraƟon 
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Iconic Canal Routes Transformed into 
Urban Nature Havens 

Neglected areas of the region's iconic 
canal network are being transformed 
into urban nature sites to boost 
wildlife and create aƩracƟve places for 
local people to walk, run and cycle. 

More than seven miles of canals 
running out of Birmingham and into 
the Black Country are being enhanced 
thanks to £100,000 from the West 
Midlands Combined Authority 
(WMCA). 

These once busy trade corridors are 
being improved as part of the Canal & 
River Trust’s Wild Waterways project. 

LocaƟons for the improvement work 
include: 

One-and-a-half mile stretch of James 

Brindley’s 21 locks through 
Wolverhampton, built in 1771 to 
connect the Birmingham Canal with 
the Staffordshire and Worcestershire 
Canal 

The 200-year-old Walsall Lock Flight on 
the Walsall Canal, between Walsall 
basin and the Birchills JuncƟon 

Four miles of Brindley’s Birmingham 
Old Canal Mainline out of the city 
centre, up to the new Midland 
Metropolitan University Hospital 

 The project will see new tree, shrub, 
wildflower and wildlife habitat areas 
planted and exisƟng ones significantly 
improved. Regular liƩer picking patrols 
will also be introduced. 

The iniƟal work will be carried out by 
local volunteers but community groups 
are also being urged to get involved to 
help maintain the historic routes in the 
years to come. 

Richard Parker, Mayor of the West 
Midlands, said: “This funding will see 
key secƟons of our historic canals 
transformed into safe, nature-rich 
spaces for our communiƟes and 
tourists to enjoy. 

“They were originally built to bring 
trade and prosperity to the West 
Midlands but three hundred years 

Peter Hoarle, Canal & River Trust 
enterprise manager, Guy Fearenside, lead 
volunteer for the Walsall area, and 
Julianne Joyce, community co-ordinator, 
centre, with a group of volunteers working 
at Walsall Lock Flight. 
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later we are repurposing them for our 
21st century lifestyles. 

“By working with the Trust we are 
providing new opportuniƟes for 
people to get outdoors and enjoy 
nature, boosƟng personal health and 
wellbeing.” 

Julianne Joyce, community coordinator 
for the Canal & River Trust, added: 
“Our canals are such fantasƟc, 
biodiverse places to be, and funding 
like this is so important in making sure 
they remain accessible and aƩracƟve 
for local people and boaters. 

“These are wonderful green and blue 
spaces – not what you’d expect from 
one of the most urbanised areas of the 

country. We want to encourage people 
to come here and get away from the 
traffic to enjoy the wildlife, get acƟve 
and improve their wellbeing.” 

The WMCA has supported 55 chariƟes 
and community groups with more 
than £1.6 million of environment 
funding. The money has improved the 
lives of more than 500,000 people, 
enhancing and creaƟng new nature 
sites and bolstering the region’s 
resilience to climate change. 

Funding for the Canal & River Trust’s 
Wild Waterways project has come 
from the WMCA’s Community 
Environment Fund, set up as part of 
the Commonwealth Games Legacy 
Enhancement Fund. 
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Stourbridge Open Weekend 
Dear Fellow Boater, 

The Trustees of Stourbridge NavigaƟon 
Trust  have decided that the Annual 
Stourbridge Open Weekend at The 
Bonded Warehouse will go ahead 
again this year on October 18th and 
19th. This will be the 40th Open 
Weekend staged by the Trust, and its 
predecessor; although the first was 42 
years ago in 1983 as Covid-19 caused 
us to miss two years. 

We are determined that this 
anniversary event will be one to be 
remembered. It will also be 
recognising 50 years since the start of 
determined efforts by a band of 
volunteers to reopen the Town Arm 
aŌer neglect following the 1962 IWA 
BaƩle for the Stourbridge Canal. This 
year also celebrates 40 years of the 
legal existence of the present Trust 
and the availability of the Warehouse 
to community use with the formal 
opening in1986. The year 2000 saw 
the Trust become financially 
sustainable and stopped relying on 
public funds and begging bowls. Also, 
25 years ago, the Open Weekend 
boaters were treated to a mud-free 
towpath. This had been completely 
rebuilt with the Trust working in 
partnership with BriƟsh Waterways 
(now Canal & River Trust) and Dudley 
Council using funding all raised by the 

Trust. 

For Boaters aƩending this year we will 
be producing a special boater’s plaque 
with no extra cost to boaters above 
the Boat Entry fee of £15.00. 

One request we make now – we need 
volunteers to help run the event. Like 
all voluntary organisaƟons, we are 
short of help. Why not do your bit to 
help run this event? A few hours 
between Friday morning and Monday 
lunchƟme would be very welcome. Or 
how about becoming a Trustee? Please 
email your interest as soon as possible 
to our Manager. 

Please download the Boater’s Entry 
Form below and return the completed 
form to us by post or simply popping 
in to The Bonded Warehouse, Canal 
Street, Stourbridge, West Midlands 
DY8 4LU. 

The team of Harbour Masters look 
forward to welcoming you this year. 

We wish you a good cruising year. 

David Caunt 
Harbour Master again (for the last 
Ɵme) 
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Diary Dates 

Local Events 

Bradmore MeeƟngs 
A series of talks and presentations, usually waterways orientated but with occasional eclectic contributions 

on a variety of other subjects - open to the public free of charge. 
Meetings held at the Bradmore Community Centre, Birches Barn Road,Wolverhampton starting at 7:30pm 

Stafford Riverway Link Open Weekend 
Sunday 25th & Monday 26th May Baswich Lane ST18 0YJ 

Rally of Boats at Bratch 
Saturday 30th – Sunday 31st August  Bratch Lane WV5 8DH 

40th Anniversary Stourbridge Open Weekend
18th-19th October Canal Street Stourbridge 

February 10th 
Mary Bodfish - Beer, Bets & Bull BaiƟng 

March 10th  
Neil BarneƩ - Manchester Ship Canal and River Mersey to Liverpool 

April 14th 
Phil Clayton - Thames Tales 

May 12th 
Anthony Poulton-Smith - Crime on Canals    

Electronic Broadsheet 
We are now making all future copies of Broadsheet and loose inserts available electronically. This 

would be by “opting in” for those members who chose to receive Broadsheet electronically. 
There is no intention of discontinuing the sending out of “hard copies” to other members. 

Please contact Steve Gray by email to wharfinger@blueyonder.co.uk with your name and email 
address if you wish to “opt-in. 

Note:- email adresses will only be used for the communication of society information and will not be 
passed to any third party. 




