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Contents Editorial 
Welcome to the December 
Broadsheet, rounding off a year that 
has tested — and proven — the 
resilience of our waterways 
community. From low water levels 
to unexpected stoppages, 2025 has 
reminded us how much care and 
cooperaƟon our canals require. 

This issue looks at the big talking 
point of the moment: the 
Independent Commission’s review 
of boat licensing. We’ve 
summarised the key 
recommendaƟons and highlighted 
how boaters have reacted, with CRT 
confirming that no immediate 
changes will take place while 
consultaƟon conƟnues. 

We also bring news of Campbell 
Robb’s arrival as CRT’s new Chief 
ExecuƟve, progress at the Anderton 
Boat LiŌ, and the welcome return of 
Saturn to the Stour Cut. And from 
our own archives, we reprint Peter 
Freakley and Andrew Dasham’s 
remarkable 1966 exploraƟon of 
Sapperton Tunnel — a Ɵmeless 
reminder of the magic and mystery 
of our canal heritage. 

Thank you for your support 
throughout the year, and warm 
wishes for the season ahead. 

Max 



Chairwoman’s Remarks 
Once again, Christmas is on the horizon 
and who knows it may even be a white 
one.  It’s been a busy few months I’m 
looking forward to hunkering down 
over the holidays, just us and an 
obscene amount of chocolate.  Not that 
I need an excuse for chocolate. 

We went to the open weekend at 
Stourbridge in October but sadly the 
weather on the Sunday was 
disappoinƟng.  The journey back to our 
home mooring was reasonably 
unevenƞul, although as usual we 
weren’t as early as we would have liked 
to have been in heading off (as we 
wanted a coffee to forƟfy us for the 
journey) and inevitably ended up in a 
queue going up the 16 and the Delph.  

The weather that weekend seems to 
have been somewhat of a harbinger.  
Prior to the Bratch Rally, Maxwell 
signed me up for the stoppage alerts 
for what seems like every canal in the 
Midlands region.  I have been geƫng 
pracƟcally daily updates from CRT and 
with severe weather and unforeseen 
damage, the Staffs and Worcester 
seems to have had quite a few 
stoppages.  I’d be interested to know 
for those of you out and about on the 
cut if this is your impression as well – or 
is this “normal” and I’m only aware 
because of all the alerts I’m receiving.  
Despite having no plans to cruise for 
the next few months I do like to stay 
abreast of the state of “our” canal and 
will conƟnue to keep an eye on the 
various alerts. 

I have briefly read the report released 
by the independent commission on 
reviewing the legal framework around 
Boat Licensing. CRT seem to broadly 
approve of the suggesƟons.   I would 
welcome your thoughts on the 
proposals, especially from those who 
live aboard. The document is available 
to read on the CRT website. 

Last year I did ask that if every member 
could persuade/cajole/strong arm at 
least one new member each that the 
membership would be in a healthy 
posiƟon.  Maybe a membership would 
be an ideal Christmas present for 
someone. The use of online payment 
has made membership more accessible 
and a number of new members have 
signed up online which is heartening. 

The AGM was well aƩended and for 
those of you unable to aƩend I have 
included my Chairwoman’s address for 
you to see what we’ve been up to as a 
Society and CommiƩee over the last 16 
months.  

The awards at this years AGM – one 
awarded by the commiƩee and one by 
the membership - went to two very 
deserving people.  Phil Clayton received 
the Tony Guy Plate for all of his hard 
work in organising our speakers.  Not 
an easy role juggling dates and 
availability, and always interesƟng and 
insighƞul talks that engages every 
member that aƩends – not an easy feat 
and it is greatly appreciated.  Long may 
it conƟnue. 
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The Centenary Medallion was 
awarded to Pauline Farnell.  Pauline 
works Ɵrelessly on both the Main 
CommiƩee and the Rally CommiƩee, 
no job too big or small – all done with 
a sense of humour and a can do 
aƫtude, quietly geƫng on with the 
work and acƟvely avoiding the 
limelight at all Ɵmes.  Thank you to 
both. 

There is plenty of Ɵme to start 
considering nominaƟons for next year 
and if members have any suggesƟons 
to put to the commiƩee for the Tony 
Guy plate or to Liz Osborne for the 
Centenary please do so. 

At the end of the year, my thanks as 
well to all of those that contribute to 
the society in one way or another, 
whether it be the members who 
aƩend the meeƟngs or those that 
make the meeƟngs happen – the 
refreshments and the raffle, those 
that administer our Facebook pages 
and of course or commiƩee members 
– all of whom seem to serve on many 
other commiƩees and organisaƟons.  
We appreciate everyone’s Ɵme and 
effort. 

I wish you all a happy Christmas and a 
healthy 2026 and look forward to 
seeing you all next year. 

Rhian 
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Chairwoman’s Address 

Membership currently stands at 95.  
We picked up a few memberships at 
Bratch this year, simplified by the fact 
that we started online payments.  This 
was originally with PayPal, but as 
they’ve decided for various reasons to 
be obstreperous, we’ve moved to 
Stripe for online payments.  There is a 
slight charge for taking payments but 
as evidenced at Bratch, the easier we 
make it for people to part with their 
money, the easier it is to get new 
members onboard. 

Broadsheet has been doing well this 
year.  The print quality is high and 
consistent and they’re geƫng out on 
Ɵme.  The only one that didn’t was the 
September copy because when the 
Vice Chairman, the Rally Chairman and 
the Editor are one and the same 
person there is only so much that can 
be achieved with such a quick 
turnaround between the rally and 
finalising The Broadsheet.  I’d like to 
say thank you to all those who have 
contributed to arƟcles over the last 
year – Tony Gregory, Julian Souter, 
Peter Freakley and Phil Clayton.  And 
also to Max as it can be challenging to 
find interesƟng arƟcles to fill the 
pages.  Please do get in touch with 
leƩers for him that you may want to 
highlight something, share something, 
or even submit an arƟcle for 
publicaƟon. 

Moving onto the Rally, it was a 
success, despite the variable weather.  

This year has been the biggest 
financial return and I’d like to thank 
the Rally CommiƩee for all of the 
hardwork they’ve done – both in the 
run up, and on the weekend and tying 
up all of the loose ends when all the 
fun was over.  

During the preparaƟons for Bratch, my 
job other than inviƟng and then 
schmoozing VIPs – a tough job – I 
know, is to meet Laura from Severn 
Trent in order to set up access for us 
during the rally weekend.  When I saw 
her last month I had an enlightening 
chat about Bratch and what’s going on 
which I’ll share with you – and forgive 
me if some of you are already aware of 
this.  The Pumphouse has a Grade 2* 
listed status which means that “These 
are parƟcularly important buildings of 
more than special interest, 
represenƟng around 5.8% of all listed 
buildings. They may have outstanding 
interiors or other extra merit”.  I have 
discovered that this means with 
regards to Bratch that it is not only the 
exteriors but also the interiors have 
listed status.  I wasn’t aware that 
whilst Laura will go out every few 
months, that there have preƩy much 
been workmen on site for many 
months, a Severn trent Rep goes in 
every day.  Severn Trent have finished 
all of the work that they needed to do, 
the boreholes on site have been 
capped off and they are acƟvely 
seeking ways to move forward with 
their plans for the Pump House.  
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Some avenues that have been 
explored have included a conference 
venue for Severn Trent or following 
the model that they have with other 
properƟes and looking to work with 
chariƟes in order to share the 
industrial heritage.  I was advised 
that they were looking to produce 
some video of the inside of the 
Pumphouse as there appears to be 
misinformaƟon that the inside has 
been damaged or neglected – which 
is not the case, especially 
considering its listed status.  To this 
end Tony Gregory kindly shared a 
company that specialises in this 
which I have shared with Laura (If 
you’re interested it’s I.A. Recordings 
Ltd and they have a short video on 
their site of Bratch in acƟon).  

Also, she menƟoned that there 
might be some taster tours to see 
how things could possibly work and I 
enthusiasƟcally volunteered trust 
members to be guinea pigs if such 
an opportunity were to arise.  I shall 
keep you posted as wheels seem to 
turn slowly at Severn Trent but they 
are in touch with local history 
groups, CRT and Mike Wood, and 
this is the most posiƟve news I’ve 
had from them with regards to the 
Pumphouse since I first met them a 
few years ago. 

CRT.  I think with the departure of 
Richard Parry, and his replacement 
only having just started, along with 
Hen (Adnam’s successor) and Kamen 
as Tom’s replacement being newly in 
posiƟon, as well as a tough year for 
them with regards to maintenance 

and water shortages, they have been 
preƩy quiet. I have aƩended, via 
Teams, all the Users Forums over the 
past year.  AŌer the latest one, the 
issues with contractors cuƫng back 
the vegetaƟon have been addressed 
– new contracts and more oversight 
(sending them back to do a beƩer 
job). 

I know that Ann who was physically 
at the meeƟng raised the issue of 
Dimmingsdale Bridge with them and 
if they would enter into discussions 
with the Highways Agency with 
regards to puƫng further limits on 
the bridge with regards to traffic in 
order to prevent further bridge 
strikes.  My understanding is that 
this was a under discussion. 

I think the Boater SaƟsfacƟon Survey 
was disappoinƟng for CRT but not 
for boaters, and there are many 
issues that they’re trying to address, 
alongside the new waste regulaƟons 
that have come into force.  As some 
of you may be aware some sites 
have closed but others have opened.  
There is a webpage available to 
assist with that.  There is also a drive 
to improve faciliƟes with stand alone 
Elsan points, as well as replacing 
obsolete pump out points, and 
standardising about 600 water 
points.    

There is now a Paddles Dashboard 
on the BeƩer BoaƟng Plan webpage 
to see which paddles have been 
repaired or awaiƟng repairs and a 
new Boater App is in the pipeline for 
delivery in 2026 – I’m just not sure 
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when in 2026! 

Licence consultaƟon has taken place 
and now it rests with CRT. 

At the previous Forum some boaters 
raised concerns about un-powered 
craŌ on the navigaƟon – paddle 
boarders and canoes – with regards to 
accidents and liability.  There is a 
genuine concern about these smaller 
craŌs and how they interact with 
larger powered vessels and where 
liability would lie.  It was 
acknowledged by CRT and if anyone 
has any comments they would like to 
pass on please do let me know. 

The Forums happen oŌen but are 
quite short – normally about 90 
minutes.  QuesƟons normally need to 
be submiƩed prior to the forum as 
there doesn’t seem to be much Ɵme 
for quesƟons arising during the 
schedule.  Again, please let me know if 
you have any burning issues or any 
comments you would like to see 
passed on generally to CRT or at one of 
the User Forums. 

As a Society, alongside Tony Gregory 
and many other interested parƟes, we 
were vocal in opposing the BESS at 
Dimmingsdale and Lower Penn.  A 
BESS is a BaƩery Energy Storage 
System. 

There were worries about the safety of 
lithium-ion baƩeries and the risk of 
fire or explosions, especially with 
regards to run off from any fire 

suppressant used, environmental 
impact in regards to  detrimental 
changes to the community and local 
environment, noise polluƟon and the 
visual impact of the large-scale 
installaƟon alongside the area's 
exisƟng congesƟon, including narrow 
country lanes, especially during the 
construcƟon phase.  

However, despite all of our formal 
wriƩen objecƟons, and Tony Gregory 
and other interested parƟes aƩending 
local meeƟngs and wriƩen objecƟons, 
sadly planning permission was sƟll 
granted. I think watch this space and 
keep our fingers crossed. 

Last year we spoke of a Stafffordshire 
and Worcestershire Canal Companion 
Guide.  This is sƟll something that we 
believe would add value and promote 
the navigaƟon and society to all users 
– boaters and land lubbers alike.  This 
has not happened and leads me onto 
my final point.  We haven’t had the 
Ɵme or resources to be able to 
accomplish this.  Looking at the 
commiƩee members we have a core of 
about 6 people – myself, the vice chair, 
the secretary, the treasurer and 2 
other commiƩee members.  Other 
than myself and the secretary all the 
main commiƩee members including 
the president, sit on the Rally 
CommiƩee.  Some of us have jobs, and 
even those that are reƟred will also 
have other commitments to other 
socieƟes, not just our own.  We are 
really stretched for members who can 
assist in any way.  I know that we have 
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quite a few vacant posts on the 
commiƩee but if anyone is willing to 
join the commiƩee – without porƞolio 
– so to speak we would be grateful.  
Technically I should only be doing 3 
years as Chairwoman but without 
volunteers I can’t see me handing over 
the post any Ɵme soon!  Some extra 
hands would really be appreciated in 
order to keep the society going and to 
offer something to enƟce new 
members in. 

In the meanƟme I would like to thank 
everybody that supports the Society – 
the members, the commiƩee 
members (thank you all), The 
Facebook admins, Steven and Judith 
for managing memberships, and all 
the others that make the social 
meeƟngs happen every month, Phil for 

organising the Speakers, Glyn and 
Rosemary for the raffle, Carol, Liz and 
Bob for the refreshments – and Ozzy 
for his amazing switching the lights on 
and off, even with his damaged hand! 
We couldn’t do it without you.  And if I 
have omiƩed anyone – my apologies. 

One final thing I would like to menƟon 
before the Treasurer’s Report and 
which I’m happy to throw open to the 
floor is the Jean Warner Legacy. We 
are conscious with the rise in inflaƟon 
that the actual purchase power of the 
legacy is decreasing and we would like 
to use the funds for a worthwhile 
endeavour.  If any of you have a 
worthwhile endeavour in mind we’d 
be happy to take note and discuss 
further at commiƩee. 



8 

Canal & River Trust have announced 
that it will be prioriƟsing the 
programme of works at Anderton Boat 
LiŌ during the year ahead that will see 
the ‘Cathedral of the Canals’ back 
open and operaƟonal for boaters. 

The investment will enable the liŌ to 
transfer boats between the Trent & 
Mersey Canal and the River Weaver 
once again in 2027. This will remedy 
the fault with the structure’s caisson 
gates, discovered during rouƟne 
maintenance earlier this year, and also 
provide an overdue update to the liŌ’s 
operaƟng system required to make the 
liŌ’s passage of boats more resilient.  

A much larger project

A much larger project at the Anderton 
site, that would require addiƟonal and 
unaffordable capital expenditure from 
CRT alongside the submission of a 
successful bid to The NaƟonal LoƩery 

Heritage Fund, is being paused. This 
means prioriƟsing the investment 
needed for navigaƟon but deferring 
the painƟng of the liŌ’s three-storey 
high iron superstructure together with 
investment in the aƩracƟon’s Visitor 
Centre.    

Jon Horsfall, CRT regional director, 
comments: “The priority for our 
charity is geƫng the liŌ open and 
operaƟonal for navigaƟon. It is a 
remarkable structure and a defining 
landmark of Britain’s waterways that 
conƟnues to hold naƟonal significance 
for the canal network.  

“The team remains commiƩed to the 
long-term future of the Anderton Boat 
LiŌ. We are focusing on the works 
required to reopen navigaƟon, whilst 
pausing the addiƟonal spend 
elsewhere at the liŌ which is currently 
unaffordable. In doing so, we are 
making sure that the limited money 
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our charity has stretches as far as 
possible so that there is adequate 
investment in other key areas for 
navigaƟon including locks, bridges, 
aqueducts and the network as a 
whole. 

“I’d like to thank our volunteers, 
donors, partners and the conƟnued 
interest and vital support we received 
from The NaƟonal LoƩery Heritage 
Fund, both here at Anderton but also 
across the North West and wider canal 
network.” 

Excited to welcome guests

We've already commissioned the 
detailed design of new gate liŌing 
equipment to replace the wire rope 
system. The installaƟon will happen 

over the winter of 2026/27 with one 
caisson being opened in Ɵme for the 
summer season in 2027 and the other 
caisson also opening as soon as 
possible aŌer that. Although this 
seems a long Ɵme off, the works are 
complicated and Ɵme consuming. 
They will see a new liŌing mechanism 
installed on ten separate gates, 
replacing the current ropes, wires and 
pulleys. The new system will be robust, 
future proof, safe to operate and safer 
to maintain. 

Anderton Boat LiŌ remains a popular 
visitor aƩracƟon, and the team is 
excited to welcome guests over the 
winter period.  The Anderton Boat LiŌ 
Visitor Centre and coffee shop are 
open every weekend (10am-4pm) 
throughout the winter season.  
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Canal & River Trust have welcomed 
Campbell Robb who joins the charity 
as chief execuƟve, aŌer six years 
leading the social jusƟce charity Nacro. 

Before joining Nacro, Campbell was 
chief execuƟve of the Joseph 
Rowntree FoundaƟon and Joseph 
Rowntree Housing Trust, steering the 
organisaƟon through a significant 
change programme. Prior to this he 
spent seven years as chief execuƟve of 
Shelter, building its ability to support 
more people than ever before and 
leading the organisaƟon’s response to 
some of the biggest changes to 
housing and welfare policy in 
generaƟons. Campbell also brings 
government experience: before joining 
Shelter, he was the first director 
general of the Office of the Third 

Sector, an adviser to HM Treasury, and 
was previously director of public policy 
at the NaƟonal Council for Voluntary 
OrganisaƟons (NCVO). 

David Orr, chair at Canal & River Trust, 
comments: “The UK’s navigable canals 
represent an extraordinary and 
enduring link to our industrial 
heritage. Today they play mulƟple 
roles, offering communiƟes the chance 
to engage with nature and boost their 
mental and physical health, providing 
essenƟal corridors for wildlife and 
biodiversity, and even helping to 
miƟgate the effects of climate change. 
As age, reduced funding, and extreme 
weather take their toll, our charity’s 
mission of caring for them has never 
been more important. 

“I am delighted that Campbell joins us 

Campbell Robb joins as Canal & River Trust 
Chief ExecuƟve 
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as chief execuƟve. He brings a wealth 
of experience from across the charity 
sector, including 15 years in similar 
roles where he has successfully 
strengthened organisaƟons to respond 
to challenges and opportuniƟes. I look 
forward to working with him to secure 
the longer-term future of our canals.” 

Campbell Robb comments: “The role 
of chief execuƟve of the Canal & River 
Trust is one of the most exciƟng roles 
in the public and voluntary sectors and 
one I am delighted to take on. To act as 

a steward for the history and protect 
the future of these amazing living 
monuments will be a challenge, but 
also an opportunity. I am also 
commiƩed to the importance of 
community. In everything I do I wish to 
support, create and be part of 
communiƟes. The canals and rivers are 
vital for those who live there, work 
there and volunteer there, as well as 
the wildlife they foster and support. To 
be part of that and to help them all 
thrive is a privilege.”  



Tony Gregory 

Anyone who lived in Stourport or 
passed through York Street lock in the 
mid 1960s to mid 70s will have seen a 
lady busy painƟng canal art in the 
adjacent toll office. This was Miss BeƩy 
AbboƩ, sister of Holt AbboƩ, boat 
builder and owner of Canal Pleasure 
CraŌ Ltd., and aunt to our Hon. 
Treasurer Angela Clark. 

Anyone who lived in Stourport or 
passed through York Street lock in the 
mid 1960s to mid 70s will have seen a 
lady busy painƟng canal art in the 
adjacent toll office. This was Miss BeƩy 
AbboƩ, sister of Holt AbboƩ, boat 
builder and owner of Canal Pleasure 
CraŌ Ltd., and aunt to our Hon. 
Treasurer Angela Clark. 

I have long admired BeƩy’s disƟncƟve 
style, and was very pleased to be given 
a miniature painted water can by her  

AN INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITY OR A 
HISTORICAL 
TREASURE? 



niece some years ago. Other Society 
members have pieces painted by BeƩy, 
and they are much prized. 

BeƩy’s office has lain abandoned for 
many years, and in late October it was 
adverƟsed to be sold by an on-line 
aucƟon by Paul Fosh AucƟons. The 
details appeared in the press and on 
social media, and I was alerted by a 
fellow moorer that there might be 
some of BeƩy’s work sƟll insitu. 
Should it be recorded? – could it be 
saved? 

The property was listed as Lot 39: 
Grade II listed.  Comprising Hallway 
and one room, with vacant possession. 
In typical estate agent speak, it was 
described as “quaint & bijou”, with a 
guide price of £14,000 

Bidding for the uncondiƟonal Online 
AucƟon opened on 11th November at 

midday, and closed on 13th November 
with a winning bid of £18,000 

Angela had arranged a viewing, and 
managed to take a few photos of what 
remains of BeƩy’s work. It is to be 
hoped that the painƟngs will be 
preserved by the purchaser, or if not, 
be removed to an archive. 

It remains to be seen what the future 
holds for it. 

Tony Gregory 
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Boat Licensing Review Published — CRT 
Responds, Concerns Raised, and What 
Happens Next 

The independent Commission on Boat 
Licensing has published its long-
awaited review, seƫng out 36 
recommendaƟons for improving how 
the Canal & River Trust manages boat 
licensing across its 2,000 miles of 
waterways. The CRT Board has 
welcomed the report’s “clear analysis 
and construcƟve challenge” and 
confirmed that no immediate changes 
will be made while the 
recommendaƟons are studied in 
detail. ExisƟng licensing arrangements 
remain unchanged for now. 

The review itself is substanƟal — 80 
pages covering movement 
requirements, enforcement powers, 
licensing condiƟons, and the 
increasingly difficult quesƟon of 
liveaboard use in congested areas such 
as London and Bath. Across its pages, 
the Commission is frank: the current 
system “is operaƟng sub-opƟmally”, 
struggles to deal with unsafe or 
abandoned boats, and suffers from 
decades of piecemeal legislaƟon.  

What the Commission says
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Several key recommendaƟons will 
interest regular boaters: 

• The 14-day rule stays, but the 
report argues it should be 
interpreted more clearly — 14 
days inclusive, not sliding dates. 

• CRT should replace the old 
concept of “bona fide navigaƟon” 
with a clearer, simpler movement 
requirement focused on fair access 
and operaƟonal needs. 

• CRT should stop using the term 
“conƟnuous cruiser”, describing it 
as unhelpful and misleading.  

• CRT’s enforcement powers are 
“too limited”, parƟcularly when 
dealing with unlicensed, 
uninsured, unsafe or sunken boats 
that require urgent removal. 

• BeƩer communicaƟon, data, and a 
reset in relaƟonships with boaters 
are essenƟal. 

The report’s authors also acknowledge 
something many boaters already 
know: a significant porƟon of the 
pressure on the system comes not 
from boaƟng culture itself, but from 
wider housing pressures, especially in 
London. The Trust is clear that it is not 
a housing authority, but it must sƟll 
work humanely and sensibly with 
those who live afloat.  

Enforcement concerns — and the 
other side of the coin

Some of the strongest social-media 
reacƟons focused on the idea that CRT 
might use more “aggressive” tools, 
such as civil fines and — in extreme 
cases — towing a boat aŌer 21 days of 
non-payment. The idea of a boat being 
removed triggers understandable 
anxiety. 

However, a look at the Commission’s 
text shows a more nuanced picture. 
The report states plainly that CRT 
currently operates with “one hand Ɵed 
behind its back”. In pracƟce, this 
means boats that are unlicensed, 
uninsured, unsafe, or already sunk can 
sit for months because the Trust must 
navigate long statutory processes 
before acƟng. The Commission argues 
that this situaƟon is unfair to 
compliant boaters, costly to the 
charity, and ulƟmately unsafe.  

In short: the feared “over-reach” is, 
from CRT’s perspecƟve, more about 
enabling them to deal with boats that 
pose risks or costs to everyone else. 

“CRT refuses to sell licences” — why 
that happens

A recurring claim online is that CRT 
counts certain boats as “non-
compliant” even when it refuses to sell 
the owner a licence. 

16 
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The report explains an important 
detail: many of these cases involve 
boats that cannot be licensed because 
they lack insurance, a Boat Safety 
CerƟficate, or are not fit to navigate. 
In such cases CRT is not “refusing” out 
of preference; it cannot lawfully issue 
a licence unƟl the basics are in place. 
The Commission suggests improving 
the process — including beƩer 
communicaƟon and possibly 
introducing a publicly-available 
ownership register — but does not 
quesƟon the underlying principle.  

Movement requirements — and the 
realiƟes on the cut

Another heated topic is the suggesƟon 
that future movement expectaƟons 
might resemble the “FLOC A to FLOC 
D” framework some boaters have 
discussed — effecƟvely requiring a 
meaningful move every two weeks 
and a wider annual range. 

While nothing is decided, the 
Commission is clear about one 
problem: a minority of boats currently 
move only short distances — in some 
cases mere hundreds of yards — for 
months on end. This creates intense 
local congesƟon and feeds 
percepƟons of unfairness among both 
cruising boaters and those with home 
moorings. 
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The report does not dictate a 
mileage, but it does argue that a 
new model should meet two basic 
tests: 

1. It must be simple to understand. 

2. It must ensure fair access to 
limited mooring space.  

For boaters who already cruise 
widely, very liƩle is likely to change. 
For those who move only marginally, 
a more predictable and clearly 
defined requirement may be on the 
horizon. 

Were the changes pre-decided?

A few voices online raised suspicions 
that the review simply legiƟmises 
plans CRT already had. The 
Commission anƟcipated this 
concern. In SecƟon 1, it states 
directly that if they believed the 
review was intended to rubber-
stamp predetermined outcomes, 
none of the Commissioners would 
have accepted the role. They report 
encountering no aƩempt by CRT to 
steer their conclusions, and 
emphasise that many 
recommendaƟons may require 
further consultaƟon or new 
legislaƟon before anything can 
change.  

And, as one online commenter wryly 

put it: “so what?” — what maƩers 
now is the quality of the proposals 
and how they are implemented. 

What happens next

CRT has said it will now: 

• study the recommendaƟons in 
detail; 

• conduct impact assessments; 

• consult widely with boaters; 

• and bring forward proposals 
next year. 

As both David Orr (CRT Chair) and 
Campbell Robb (CEO) emphasised, 
this review is being seen as an 
opportunity to reset relaƟonships, 
improve clarity, and make licensing 
work beƩer for everyone — from 
leisure cruisers to long-term 
liveaboards. 

There is, as ever, work ahead. But for 
now, nothing changes on the water. 
The next stage will be the Trust’s 
formal consultaƟon — and a chance 
for all boaters to help shape what 
comes next. 
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SATURN BACK ON THE STOUR CUT 
A conversaƟon on the towpath at 
the 2024 Gnosall C-Fest reminded us 
that Saturn had not returned to the 
Staffs & Worcs Canal for ages. We 
joked that she might have a 
temporary livery of L.M.S. and 
recreate a trip from Stourport to 
Wolverhampton loaded with barrels 
of vinegar desƟned for London. 
Would it ever be possible? 

When Saturn’s 2025 movement 
schedule was decided, there was a 
chance to visit the Staffordshire & 
Worcestershire Canal Society’s 
fourth annual rally below Bratch 
Locks. Plans were laid, and following  
the 2025 Gnosall event, Saturn  
stayed at Norbury JuncƟon unƟl 2nd

August when ex FMC Emu towed her 
to Dimmingsdale Wharf. Here  she 
lay unƟl the 30th August. 

The Ray family duly arrived at 
Dimmingsdale with Flower at The 

Ray family duly arrived at 
Dimmingsdale with Flower 0900hrs, 
along with crew and line-liŌers. By 
1020hrs they were under way. By 
1115hrs they were through 
Awbridge Lock. 
Now we had as problem! 
The Canal Society’s Facebook page 
had adverƟsed the arrival of Saturn 
at Bratch top lock as 1200hrs. At the 
rate they were travelling the 
amassing crowd would miss the 
spectacle. Flower was given an 
impromptu rest out of sight, and 
duly arrived on schedule. 

Looking back, I see that the 
Facebook post reached 95,000 
people, and received 1,618 reacƟons 
or likes. A truly powerful adverƟsing 
tool! How else might we use it for 
the benefit of the Society I wonder? 

Saturn was returned to 
Dimmingsdale Wharf on Sunday 
 31st August where she stayed unƟl 
Glyn & Rosemary Phillips towed her 
most of the way home to Ellesmere, 
starƟng out on 16th September. 

Our thanks have been sent to Saturn 
and her crew for aƩending our 
event. 

Tony Gregory 
President 
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Sapperton Tunnel - 1966 

This remarkable account originally 
appeared in The Broadsheet of 
February 1966 (Issue 84), wriƩen by 
Peter Freakley and Andrew Dasham. 
Their vivid and good-humoured 
descripƟon of venturing deep into the 
abandoned Sapperton Tunnel — 
equipped with a dinghy, waders, a 
powerful search-light and a level of 
enthusiasm that only canal explorers 
possess — remains one of the most 
atmospheric arƟcles ever published in 
the magazine. Nearly sixty years later, 
we are delighted to reprint their 
exploraƟon, and we extend our thanks 
to both authors for preserving a 
moment in Ɵme when the tunnel lay 
silent, largely forgoƩen, and yet 
profoundly compelling to those drawn 
to the hidden corners of our waterway 
heritage. 

Sapperton Tunnel was completed in 
1789 as the summit-level crossing of 
the Thames & Severn Canal, the 
ambiƟous cross-Cotswold route 
designed to connect the River Thames 
at Lechlade with the River Severn at 
Stroud. At 3,817 yards (just over 2.1 
miles), it was the longest tunnel in 
Britain on compleƟon — a Ɵtle it held 
unƟl 1811 — and one of the most 
daring engineering undertakings of the 
late 18th century. Constructed from 26 
shaŌs and driven through challenging 
geology, including layers of limestone, 
clay and the notoriously unstable 

Fuller's Earth, the tunnel was 
impressive in scale but troublesome in 
pracƟce.  

Structural movement, leaks and falls 
plagued the tunnel throughout its 
working life. Maintenance became 
increasingly uneconomic, and with 
commercial traffic dwindling in the 
early 20th century, Sapperton’s fate 
was sealed. NavigaƟon ceased in 1911; 
by the Ɵme Freakley and Dasham 
undertook their 1966 expediƟon, 
major collapses had already rendered 
the tunnel impassable from both ends. 
Their account — muddy, atmospheric, 
and full of the excitement of discovery 
— captures the tunnel in the early 
decades of its abandonment, before 
restoraƟon of the Cotswold canals had 
even begun. 

Today, both portals survive as listed 
heritage structures, and the wider 
Thames & Severn Canal is the focus of 
long-term restoraƟon by the Cotswold 
Canals Trust. The tunnel itself remains 
blocked by several substanƟal roof-
falls, and its full reopening would 
require immense engineering work. 
Yet Sapperton remains one of the 
great monuments of canal history — a 
symbol of the ambiƟon of the 
Georgian waterway era, and a 
reminder of what determined 
volunteers may one day help bring 
back to life. 
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At this Ɵme of the year, when the trees 
shed their autumn leaves, they uncover a 
wealth of history such as disused canal 
tunnels. On the last fine Saturday in 
November, we set off for the Cotswolds, 
with an upturned dinghy, and a 'Mini' 
Ɵed underneath, to explore the disused 
Sapperton Tunnel on the Thames & 
Severn Canal. The tunnel, situated on the 
Summit level (approximately 360' above 
sea level), lies between Cirencester and 
Stroud, near the headwaters of the River 
Thames.  

The Sapperton end, at the head of the 
Golden. Valley was first for exploraƟon. 
It is rather difficult to find, but when the 
tunnel keeper's house was spoƩed the 
mouth of the tunnel soon became 
apparent in the very heavy undergrowth.  

We motored to the eastern portal, 

noƟcing the straight line of the tunnel by 
the tall trees growing from the many 
spoil heaps. The mellowed stone of the 
ornate tunnel mouth blended with the 
beauƟful autumn Ɵnts in the deep 
wooded cuƫng. Sliding down the steep 
embankment with a boat on top of us, 
we soon launched (landed) it on a pile of 
bricks in the dry bed of the canal. 
Waders and wellingtons were used for 
access to the boat in the tunnel mouth. 
Elaborate lighƟng was rigged up, this 
being essenƟal to full appreciate the 
detail of the interior. For much Of its 
length (3,817yds) the wide bore of the 
tunnel is blasted out of solid rock, the 
drill holes sƟll being clearly visible. 

Another secƟon has been concreted on 
the sides into which. 4. number of 
earthen-ware pipes are laid to relieve 
any excess pressure of water from the 
natural springs.  

Endless trouble had been taken to 
procure, and fit out a boat to ease our 
passage through the darkness, but foot-
prints leading on and on made a 
mockery of our navigaƟon in water fully 
18" deep. We paddled slowly on wards, 
stopping occasion-ally to turn broadside 
on and inspect our progress with a 
powerful search-light. Suddenly we 
sensed an uncanny silence which from 
previous experience of tunnels, indicated 
a roof-fall or other blockage. A quick 
flash with the search-light revealed a 
very large fall a liƩle way ahead, Other 
signs of subsidence were noƟced in the 
bulging of the walls and the wooden 
bracings wedged across the boƩom of 
the tunnel.   

This roof fail was 'navigable' on foot, but 
only revealed a further succession of falls 
beyond. At this point, illustrated below, it 
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was unanimously decided to return and 
invesƟgate the western end.  

The ordnance survey map shows eight 
air-shaŌs, but in actual fact only one 
was noƟced, this having been closed 
over on top. The Sapperton end is only 
navigable for about 2 mile before the 
first major roof-fall is encountered, this 
proving extremely wet. (The weƩest we 
have ever known.) Beyond this it is 
possible to wade a further 100 yards, 
when the final fall eliminates all hopes 
of a through passage. All through 
traffic ceased in 1911 and the canal 
was finally closed in 1927.  

Peter Freakley and Andrew Dasham  
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Diary Dates 

Local Events 

Bradmore MeeƟngs 
A series of talks and presentations, usually waterways orientated but with occasional eclectic contributions 

on a variety of other subjects - open to the public free of charge. 
Meetings held at the Bradmore Community Centre, Birches Barn Road,Wolverhampton starting at 7:30pm 

Rally of Boats at Bratch
Saturday 5th – Sunday 6th September Bratch Lane WV5 8DH 

December 8th
Christmas Quiz with Bring & Share Supper  

January 12th

John Hemingway -  Huddersfield Canal 

February 9th

Andy & Helen Tidy - Women of the Waterways (plus jam!) 

Electronic Broadsheet 
We are now making all future copies of Broadsheet and loose inserts available electronically. This 

would be by “opting in” for those members who chose to receive Broadsheet electronically. 
There is no intention of discontinuing the sending out of “hard copies” to other members. 

Please contact Steve Gray by email to wharfinger@blueyonder.co.uk with your name and email 
address if you wish to “opt-in. 

Note:- email adresses will only be used for the communication of society information and will not be 
passed to any third party. 




